HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKEfH
our body politic. To remove the disease we must first dis-
cover the underlying cause. To find the remedy will then
be a comparatively easy task,
Harijan: 15-9-40
Attitude towards the two World Wars:
One's life is not a single straight line; it is a bundle of
duties very often conflicting. And one is called upon
continually to make one's choice between one duty and
another. As a citizen not then, and not even now, a re-
former leading an agitation against the institution of war,
I had to advise and lead men who believed in war but who
from cowardice or from base motives or from anger against
the British Government refrained from enlisting. I did
not hesitate to advise them that so long as they believed in
war and-professed loyalty to the British Constitution they
were in duty bound to support it by enlistment.
Young India: 5-11-25
Life is governed by a multitude of forces. It would be
smooth sailing, if one could determine the course of one's
actions only by one general principle whose application at
a given moment was too obvious to need even a moment's
reflection. But I cannot recall a single act which could be
so easily determined.
Being a confirmed war resister I have never given myself
training in the use of destructive weapons in spite of oppor-
tunities to take such training. It was perhaps thus that
I escaped direct destruction of human life. But so long
as I lived under a system of government based on force
and voluntarily partook of the many facilities and privileges
it created for me, I was bound to help that government to
the extent of my ability when it engaged in a war, unless
I non-co-operated with that government and renounced to
the utmost of my capacity the privileges it offered me.
If there was a national government, whilst I should not
take any direct part in any war, I can conceive occasions